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Thank you. Excited to be learn more about the great work happening in my home state. 



Funders’ Commit t ee for Civic Part icipat ion 

Theory of  Impact

FCCP seeks a society where impacted communities have the power to 

make a difference on issues that affect their lives, a culture of 

participation that inspires engagement, and an open and equitable 

democracy that offers meaningful opportunities to exercise their voice.
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We’re a network of about 100 funder members, ranging from national to state and local community foundations. What do we seek: TOI, our network supports funders in working with grantees around civic engagement that leads to our vision: of an open and equitable democracy, where people are the source of government power. This ideal requires constant analysis and improvement. 



What  is  c ivic  e ngage m e nt? 

Civic  
Engage m e nt

Vot ing  & 
Ele ct ions

De m ocra t ic  
Ins t it ut ions  

Civic  
Educat ion

Ce ns us  & 
Re dis t ric t ing

Move m e nt s , 
Organizing  & 

P rote s t s
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Not all of our members would be considered “democracy funders” Some that have a dedicated democracy portfolio while others use CE grantmaking as a strategy to reach their goals (health equity or environmental justice)We think of CE as an umbrella term for nonpartisan ideas, activities, and field action that are part of an interconnected ecosystem. Equity is really at the center of all of this work. By centering communities -- like communities of color -- whose voices are most often left out of democratic decision-making processes, we can achieve fairer elections and representation, but also advance health and environmental equity and strengthening civic infrastructure.There is a lot of national momentum to support this work in systemic ways through movement building, community organizing, representation, voter registration, etc. -- especially given the disparate economic and health impacts of COVID, the racial justice uprisings, attempts to manipulate the census and suppress voters.  If there’s ever been a time to accelerate investments that empower communities of color in ways that structurally and systematically advance racial equity, it’s now. 



Ce ns us
Apportionment Data: State population totals for apportionment released on 
April 26 

Redistricting Data: Redistricting files released to the states on August 12

Data Quality Measures: Both Census Bureau data and independent 
benchmarks released in an ongoing basis through 2022

Evaluation, Recommendations, and 2030 Planning 
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The census doesn’t end when the counting stops. 2020 Census work is ongoing and 2030 planning is well underway. If we want the Census Bureau to better center equity in the development of policies and operations, we must leverage philanthropy’s collective voice throughout the decade. If we want the Bureau to better center historically undercounted communities in the development of policies and operations, we must support and resource our practitioner partners well in advance of these decisions. For these reasons, FCI developed: A Blueprint for Philanthropic Census Engagement. This resource includes Census Bureau milestones and concrete examples of ways funders can engage and invest in census work throughout the decade.



Re dis t ric t ing  Ove rvie w 
Follows the Census and Congressional Apportionment Every 10 years 
– Based on census population totals

Drawing of New Districts – Congressional, State Legislatures, City and 
County Councils, Judicial Districts, School Districts, Water Districts

Gives Voice to Communities – Determines Power and Resources 

___________________

Gerrymandering Skews Power – Allows Minority Rule, Excludes 
Communities
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Opportunity for communities to maintain census infrastructure, build power, achieve fair representation, and address systemic inequities for the next decade. 



Why Does Community Mapping Matter? 

Redistricting choices affect 
who has a voice, who can run 
for office, and who is elected

Many communities are well 
served by being kept whole 
to have a louder voice with 

their representatives

Some communities are 
better served by being split 
between districts to avoid 

packing
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This is why supporting community-centered redistricting and trusted community leaders is so important (and an opportunity to build on census work) A community of interest refers to a group of people with a common set of concerns, like ethnic, racial, and economic groups. Racial gerrymandering, the drawing of district lines so as to dilute an ethnic communities fair representation, can occur in various ways—packing and cracking. A tool that reinforces institutional racism: When the voting power of people of color is diluted through redistricting, it not only undermines core democratic values but becomes tool for suppression. It undermines community ownership; it changes how community resources are distributed; it changes access to health care and how schooling is provided; it changes how police operate and how prosecutors and elected judges approach their work; and, more generally, it changes how people of color are represented when community decisions are made. For racial equity, communities must have a voice in how they are represented.



Goals: 

1: Draw Maps that Fairly Represent People 
in the Community

2: Ensure that the Map Drawing Process 
is Open and Transparent.

3: Ensure that Traditionally 
Underrepresented Communities Have a 
Voice in the Process.

FAIR REPRESENTATION IN REDISTRICTING

Strategies 

1: Focus on States

2: Use Total Population 

3: Provide Tools and 
Assistance 

A national funder collaborative 
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Focus on States. Direct resources to community organizing in 14 priority states.Use Total Population. Address census data quality to ensure an accurate count. Counter efforts to base district maps only on eligible voters, not the total population. Provide Tools and Assistance. Help state groups with technical issues, such as how to draw district maps in a fair manner and assist them with legal guidance.



Redistricting Resources for Funders 
FCCP Resources 

● FCCP Listserv: https://funderscommittee.org/redistricting-listserv/
● FCCP Funder Toolkit 

Other Resources 
● Factsheets & Guidance

○ The Redistricting Process & Private Foundations
○ Gerrymandering & Equity
○ Gerrymandering & the Environment

● Quarterly Funder Briefings (September 23 at 3pm ET)
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Community of interested funders to access resources, develop programming, facilitate connections; this happens only once every 10 years; don’t have to do it alone  Guidance (fund grantees, educate elected officials about your community, support communications, public education, and research, respond to requests for TA)

https://funderscommittee.org/redistricting-listserv/


Redistricting Resources for Partners & Grantees

All About Redistricting: https://redistricting.lls.edu/
● One-stop shop that includes historical information about redistricting 
● Tracks the rules, progress, and litigation for each state

Redistricting Data Hub: https://www.redistrictingdatahub.org/
● Website that hosts data for all fifty states, including precinct shape files, historic election 

results, demographic data, and population projections
● Data analysis tools 

Redistricting 101 
● Translated into Chinese (simplified and traditional), Korean, Spanish, Vietnamese 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
FRR has supported these widely available resources to make it easy for groups to be able to engage. Data hub: One-stop shop that integrates existing academic data collection efforts and supplements with other datasets. For community advocates, the general public, academics and the media to be able to produce Community of Interest testimony, draw legally admissible district maps, or evaluate the effects of others’ maps. 

https://redistricting.lls.edu/
https://www.redistrictingdatahub.org/


Funder Engagement & Investment Strategies 

• Leverage your foundation’s platform and communications networks to 
elevate the importance of open processes and fair representation 

• Educate elected officials about the communities you serve

• Fund analyses or research; Fund organizations to convene and organize; 
engage in community mapping, public education, advocacy, litigation 

• Fund grantees engaged in redistricting through general operating support 
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This work is c3; processes and timelines are state specific; the outcomes are not predetermined; the work is happening now and we need your engagement 



Thank You! 

Jocelyn Bissonnette
Director of Special Projects  
Funders’ Committee for Civic Participation 
jbissonnette@funderscommittee.org
www.funderscommittee.org
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