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Introduction 
 
Over the past 8 months, the Maine Climate Council Equity Subcommittee has met to discuss 
Maine Won’t Wait, the state’s four-year climate action plan, and has developed draft 
recommendations for ensuring that all Mainers can benefit from climate change. 
 
The below discussion guide will be used during an upcoming public meeting of the Equity 
Subcommittee on Thursday, October 21st, from 3-5pm. It contains the same information as the 
draft recommendations above, written in plain language. 
 
We welcome your review of this discussion guide in advance of the meeting. If you would like 
to send written comments on the draft recommendations, please do so while referencing the 
complete recommendations above.  
 

 
 
Guiding Questions 
 
Together, we will review the recommendations, and help answer the following questions: 
 

- Are the recommendations clear? 
- Are there recommendations missing? Do you have ideas on how climate change action 

can make a difference in serving the needs of the state’s most vulnerable populations?  
- Do you imagine that this set of recommendations will help you, your community, and 

other communities? 
 

 
 
General Equity Recommendation 
 

- The climate plan needs to work for all Mainers, including low income Mainers. Cost 
should not be a barrier to taking action on climate change.  

- When the state makes decisions about climate change, my voice should matter. I would 
like to be able to participate in the process. 

- My neighbors may have many other household concerns that are more important to 
them than climate change.   

- It is important to simplify applications for climate change or energy efficiency 
programs/funding, and to make them accessible in languages other than English. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.maine.gov/future/sites/maine.gov.future/files/inline-files/MaineWontWait_December2020.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/future/sites/maine.gov.future/files/inline-files/EquitySubcommittee_DraftRecommendations_9-23-2021.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/future/sites/maine.gov.future/files/inline-files/EquitySubcommittee_DraftRecommendations_9-23-2021.pdf


Discussion Guide 
Equity Subcommittee Recommendations 

Public Meeting 
10-21-2021 

 
Clean Transportation Recommendations  
 

- Low income Mainers require additional grants, rebates, or loans to be able to buy a new 
electric car.  

- Renters should be able to buy an electric vehicle, but currently they have no place to 
charge their vehicle overnight.  

- My school district should purchase cleaner school buses, and needs additional funding 
and support to do this. This is especially important because children are more 
vulnerable to health impacts, such as asthma, caused by bad air quality. 

- The state should invest in better public transportation and safer places to bike, which is 
especially important for Mainers who don’t own a car.   

 
 

 
Clean Buildings Recommendations 
 

- Oil heat is expensive, and there are other options - such as electric heat pumps - which 
are cleaner and cheaper to operate.  

- Renters should have access to cleaner, more efficient heating systems - such 
as electric heat pumps - but this is difficult, since they don’t own their buildings.  

- Low income Mainers cannot currently afford the upfront cost to replace their 
heating systems, even if they cost less to operate in the future.  

- There are many homes in need of repair and renovation in Maine, particularly in low 
income rural or island communities. These repairs could help save homeowners money. 
However, there are limited contractors available in these areas who can perform 
weatherization, and people often cannot afford to fix their homes.  

- I know someone who should be receiving heating assistance from the state who isn’t. It 
would be good if the application process was easier to access, and if more was done to 
make people aware that they might be eligible. This includes providing access in 
languages other than English.  

- I’m a builder/municipal official and the state building code keeps changing. It’s 
impossible for me to keep up - I need more training opportunities.  

- Affordable housing should be as climate-friendly as possible. This includes 
incorporating clean and affordable heating sources, efficient electric appliances, and 
healthy building materials 
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Clean Energy and Natural Heritage Jobs Recommendations 
 

- It is important to me that farming, fishing, and forestry jobs - and clean energy jobs, 
which include a wide range of well-paying jobs such as installing solar panels, auditing 
energy efficiency, developing electric vehicles, advanced manufacturing, and upgrading 
utility lines -  are available to diverse Mainers such as people of color, women, New 
Mainers, and folks with low paying jobs who want to switch careers.  

- The state should provide free or paid training to low income Mainers for new 
clean energy jobs. 

- The state should provide free transportation and childcare for workers who need 
it.  

- Climate change is making farming, fishing, and forestry harder. The state should help 
workers in these industries adapt. 

- It is hard for farmers, fishers, and foresters to try new cleaner technology, like electric 
tractors - often, its too expensive, and they don’t know if it will work. The state should 
help these industries pilot climate-friendly technology.  

- The state should help workers who might lose their jobs due to climate change to get 
new jobs. 

- It's important to me that my kids learn about clean energy jobs in school - especially 
jobs that might not require a college education. 

 
 
 
Building Healthy and Resilient Maine Communities Recommendations 
 

- If my town is planning for climate change, my neighbors and I want to be informed and 
involved.  

- The state should help my town plan for climate change. 
- The state should provide funding for climate change to all communities in Maine, with 

preference given to communities who have fewer resources.  
- I would like the state to text me real-time warnings about flooding and unsafe air quality 

or temperature, and to help me respond. 
- Climate change increases my stress and/or anxiety. If free mental health resources 

were available to help, I might take advantage of them.  
- It’s important to me to understand how clean my air is, and whether the air I’m breathing 

is healthy for me and my family. 
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Natural and Working Lands and Waters Recommendations  
 

- Access to natural and waterfront areas where I can relax or recreate is important to me.  
- Tribal nations who have been displaced from their ancestral homelands should have 

land returned to them, or should be invited to comanage land with the state.  
- Low income or disadvantaged communities should receive preference in funding related 

to expanding or preserving natural areas, especially if they currently have less access 
to natural areas than richer communities.  

- Natural and working lands and waters industries are more dependent on fossil fuels 
than other types of industries. It is important to me that climate policy takes into account 
any extra impact that would be felt by these industries.   

- The state should make any data it collects about climate change in communities in 
Maine available to those communities for decision making. 

- I care how the state uses data it collects about my community, and would like to 
understand the state’s rules about using environmental data.  

- Stories, observations, and traditional indigenous ecological knowledge about the natural 
world, are valuable forms of information that the state should collect and make available.  

 
 
 
Climate Resilient Infrastructure Recommendations 
 

- Maine communities and individuals would benefit from understanding whether their 
drinking water is at risk from rising sea levels. 

- Communities with less capacity and less money should receive more state funding to 
help them assess their risk to climate change impacts such as rising sea levels, 
increased inland flooding, and increasing temperatures.  

- Towns which receive funding for a climate resilient project should also receive money 
for planning and engineering. 

- The state should help my town identify infrastructure, like roads and bridges, electricity 
lines, and hospitals, which is potentially vulnerable to climate change.  

- I would consider future-climate driven risk (such as increased floods, or risk of sea level 
rise, or changes in crop/fish cycles) when buying a house or investing in a business, if 
that information were available.  

 
 
 
Clean Energy Recommendations 
 

- Towns should benefit when private developers build a solar array in their towns, 
regardless of their tax base or familiarity with solar energy. 

- If clean energy is cheaper than what I currently pay, I would like to be switched to it 
automatically.  

- If new energy infrastructure is being built in my town, it’s important to me to be involved. 
- The state should consider the future waste when solar panels are thrown away. 
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Recommendations on how best to Engage with Maine People about Climate Change 
 

- The state should do a better job advertising workshops, conversations, and 
presentations about climate change, including in languages other than English.  

- The state should help Mainers feel hopeful about climate change. Right now, I mostly 
hear bad news about climate change.  

 
 
 
 
  


